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John Biycli Society, Whose Leader Brands 
“Ike” Red Agent, Has Eagle River Chapter 


Ten chapters of the John 
Birch society (including a chap- 
ter in Eagle River), founded by 
a man who believes that Presi- 
dent Eisenhower is a dedicated 
Communist, have formed in Wis- 
consin in the last year. 

This was reported in a recent 
story in the Milwaukee Journal 
written by Alex P. Dobish, who 
is a member of the Journal 
staff. 

The apparent purpose of the 
society is to fight communism 
and influence American politics, 
Dobish reported and its mem- 
bers include leading citizens 
and industrialists in Wisconsin. 

Dobish further reported that 
four branches have been formed 
in Milwaukee and one each in 
Wauwatosa, Green Bay, DePere, 
Oshkosh, Appleton and Eagle 
River. 

Mrs. John Rueber, 3014 S. 
Delaware ave., the wife of a 



medical technician, is the Mil- 
waukee area “co-ordinator” and 
spoke in Eagle River, helping 
set-up the chapter here. 

The founder of the society is 
a wealthy, retired candy manu- 
facturer, who lives in Bemont, 
Mass., Robert H. W. Welch, jr., 
61, who is the author of “The 
Politician.” 

* * # 

THE MILWAUKEE Journal 
has obtained a copy of “The 
Politician”, which is a manu- 
script of 302 pages, reproduced 
in book form. Leaders of the 
society have received copies 
from Welch with the admon- 
ition that the contents are 
“strictly confidential and for 
your eyes only.” 

The book tries to prove that 
Mr. Eisenhower is a dedicated 
conscientious agent of the Com- 
munist party. 

It claims that Mr. Eisen- 


hower’s brother, Milton, is the 
president’s superior jfftfre party 
and that a dozen other highly 
placed government men are 
either outright Communists or 
tools of the party. 

Former President Roosevelt, 
the book says, was unknowingly 
used by the party. Ex-President 
Truman was knowingly used, it 
continues. As for President 
Eisenhower, page 268 reads: 

“In my own opinion the Com- 
munists have one of their own 
actually in the presidency. For 
this third man, Eisenhower, 
there is only one possible word 
to describe his purposes and ac- 
tions. That word is treason.” 
The Journal writer in his 
story said that neither Mrs. 
Rueber or Richard Johnson of 
Green Bay, who is in charge of 
upstate activities, would dis- 
avow the contents of “The Poli- 
tician.” 

Mrs. Rueber said she had not 
reached a conclusion, adding. “I 
am not obligated to explain, my 

(Turn to JOHN BIRCH, Page 4) 

t 

I 


Vilas County News-Review 
Eagle River, Wisconsin 
August 11 , i960 

IT. R. SATRAN and Sons, Publishers 


r ALL IMi-’c: 
HHSJls 
DATE, 


CONTAINED 



JSW 


, ✓ 

A 


JOHN BIRCH 

fFrom Page One) 

personal conclusion, if I had 
reached one, to anybody.” 

* ♦ • 

THIS NEWSPAPER contacted 
H. S. Tuttle of Eagle River, who 
is a member and leader of the 
John Birch society movement in 
this community. Ikittle has been 
the Republican party chairman 
for Vilas county for several 
years, but recently submitted a 
letter of resignation. 

Tuttle said he had not seen 
the book "The Politician", and 
that even if Mr. Welch had 
written the things he is now 
credited with, that he under- 
stood it dated back six years 
ago and was not current. Tuttle 
said he 'did not believe that 
President Eisenhower was a 
communist agent, and did not 
believe it was proper to find 
him guilty only due to associ- 
ation with people who may be 
suspected of being communists. 

By coincidence Milton Eisen- 
hower is staying at Land o* 
Lakes this week on vacation. 
This newspaper also contacted 
him and informed him of the 
statements by the leader of the 
John Birch society. 

Eisenhower said he had never 
heard of the society and did ex- 
press a surprised "migosh” when 
he was informed of the state- 
ments. He said he would not 
comment on it as he had a pol- 
icy of never making political 
statements. He said if he had 
an opportunity to see and read 
"The Politician” he might say 
something about It. 

Tuttle said he thought the 
current reference about various 
presidents being called com- 
munist was related to a letter, 
rather than a manuscript or 
book— and this letter was writ- 
ten about 1954. 

• » • 

MRS. RUBBER WANTED to 
know where the Milwaukee 
Journal had obtained a copy 
since the book was not sup- 
posed to be seen by “ordinary” 
society members or outsiders. 

“Someone," she said, “broke 
a confidence.” 

Johnson said he shared the 
bulk of Welch’s Views, but shied 
away from hanging a Commun- 


“WE ARE NOT going to have 
factions developing on the two- 
sidcs-to-every question theme. 
Those members who cease to 
feel the necessary degree of 
loyalty can either resign or will 
be put out.” 

In the same book, Welch out- 
lines his philosophy. 

“Democracy, of course, in gov- 
ernment or organization, as the 
Greeks and Romans found out, 
and as I believe . . . democracy 
is merely a deceptive phrase, a 

» weapon of demagoguery, and a 

bers. He declined to . sa J , perennial fraud.” 
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ist label on th.i President. 

He said at first that ho “ha-, 
no idea” if Mr.; Eisenhower was 
a Communist. 

“I only know that if he is not, 
he might as well be,” he said. 
“It is a moot question. The re- 
sults of his administration are 
the same.” 

Later he added: "I don’t think 
ij Eisenhower is bright enough to 
I be permitted to be one of the 
' party.” , 

Welch’s goal is a million mem- J 


wrote. 

“We are going to .use that 
loyalty, like every other re- 
source, to the fullest possible 
advantage that we can. When- 
ever and wherever, either 
through infiltration by the ene- 
my ° r honest differences of 
opinion, that loyalty ceases to 
be sufficient to keep some frag- 
ment in line, wc are not going 
to be in the position of having 
the lueioty's work weakened 
raging tiobaUj. 


Although only high leaders 
know membership figures, the 
society is growing fast, accord- 
' ing to law enforcement sources. 
' Wisconsin has between 150 and 
i 200 members, according to John- 
1 son and Mrs. Rueber. They wore 
enrolled in less than a year. 
This factor, plus the high level 
of influence and intelligence of 
members, disturbs law enforce- 
ment officials. 

Welch writes skillfully and 
uses movies effectively of him- 
self speaking in making his 
points. 

He was born in Chowan coun- 
ty, North Carolina. He was 
graduated from the University 
of North Carolina; attended the 
United States Naval academy 
for two years and, finally. Har- 
vard law school. He was in 
charge of sales and advertising: 
of the firm that bears his name. 
He was vice-chairman of the 
Massachusetts Republican fi- 
nance committee and, in 1950, a 
candidate for the lieutenant gov- 
ernor's post on the Republican 
ticket. 
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.Group Branding Ike as Red i 
Has 1 0 Chapters in Wisconsin 


’John Birch Society 
Numbers 150 to 200 
Members; Growth 
Puzzles Officials 

By ALEX P. BOBISH 
Of The Journal’ Staff 

Ten chapters of the John 
Birch society, founded by a man 
who believes that President 
Eisenhower is a dedicated Com- 
munist, have formed in Wiscon- 
sin in the last year. 

The ostensible purpose of the 
society is to fight communism 
and influence American politics. 
Its members include such lead- 
ing citizens as William J. Grede, 
Milwaukee industrialist. 

Four branches have been 
formed in Milwaukee and one 
each in Wauwatosa, Green Bay, 
De Pere, Oshkosh, Appleton and 
Eagle River. 


Welch, jr., 61, a persuasive 
speaker, conservative and the 
author of “The Politician.” 
“The Politician” is a manu- 
script of 302 pages which has 
been privately reproduced in 
book form by the photo-offset 
process. Leaders of the society 
have received copies from 
| Welch with the admonition that 
I the contents are “strictly confi- 
dential and for your eyes only.” 
The book tries to prove that 
Mr. Eisenhower is a dedicated, 
conscientious agent of the Com- 
munist party. 

It claims that Mr. Eisenhow- 
er’s brother, Milton, is the presi- 
dent’s superior in the party and 
that a dozen other highly placed 
government men are either out- 
right Communists or t o o 1 s of 
the party. 

Claims Presidents “Used” 
Former President Roosevelt, 
the book says, was unknowing- 
ly used by the party. Ex-Presi-| 
dent Truman was knowingly 


Retired Manufacturer 
Mrs. John Rueber, 3014 S. 
Delaware av., the wife of a med- 
ical technician, is the Milwau- 
kee area “co-ordinator.” Rich- 
ard Johnson, Green Bay, an 
accountant, is in charge of up- 
state activities. 

The founder of the society is 
a wealthy, retired candy manu- 
facturer, who lives in Belmont, 
Mass. He is Robert H. W. 


used, it continues. As for Presi- 
dent Eis en how er, page 268 
reads: 

“In my own opinion, the Com- 
munists have one of their own 
actually in the presidency. For 
this third man, Eisenhower, 
there is only one possible word 
to describe his purposes and ac- 
tions. That word is treason.” 

Welch, Johnson and Mrs. 
Rueber deny that the book is 
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used at meetings. Group leaders 
like Johnson and Mrs. .Rueber 
have copies, however. 

Neither Johnson nor Mrs. 
Rueber would disavow the con- 
tents of “The Politician.” Mrs. 
Rueber said she had not reached j 
a conclusion, adding: “I am not 
obligated to explain my per- ' 
somal conclusion, if I have 
reached one, to anybody.” 

Curious About Book 

She wanted to know where 
The Milwaukee Journal, had ob- 
tained a copy since the book 
was not supposed to be seen by 
“ordinary” society members or 
outsiders. 

“Someone,” she said, “broke 
a confidence.” 

Johnson said he shared the 
bulk of Welch’s views, but shied 
away from hanging a Commu- 
nist label on the president. 

He said at first that he “had 
no idea” if Mr. Eisenhower was 
a Communist. 

“I only know that if he is not, 
he might as well be,” he said. 
“It is a moot question. The re- 
sults of his administration are 
the same.” 

Later he added: “I don’t think 
Eisenhower is bright enough to 
be permitted to be one of thej 
party.” 

Welch’s goal is a million 
members. He declined to say 
how many members were in the 
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Milwaukee Has Four John Birch Groups 


From page 1 , column 7 

society nationally or in what 
states chapters had been organ- ; 
ized. He said organization was 
going “nicely in Wisconsin,” 
adding that Wisconsin was a 
“good, conservative state.” 

Asked if he still held the 
views expressed in “The Politi- 
cian,” he said he would not 
comment. 

On his ietterhead inviting se- 
lected persons to join, Welch 
lists two other Wisconsin indus- 
trialists, besides Grede, as mem- 
bers of the society’s national 
council. 

They are E. P. Hamilton, Two 
Rivers, president of the Hamil- 
ton Manufacturing Co., maker 
of washing machines, dryers 
and office and drafting equip- 
ment, and Cola B. Parker, Nee- 
nah, former chairman of the 
board of Kimberly-Clark Corp., 


paper manufacturer. Both were 
out of town and could not be 
reached for comment. 

Membership Confirmed 
' Grede confirmed that he was 
a council member. He said he 
didn’t think Mr. Eisenhower 
was a Communist and said he 
had no comment about the 
book. 

Welch describes the society 
in the “Blue Book,” which he 
also wrote and which is distrib- 
uted more widely among mem- 
bers than “The Politician.” 

“The men who join the John 
Birch society ... are going to be 
doing so primarily because they 
believe in me and what I am 
doing and are willing to accept 
my leadership anyway,” he 
wrote. 

“We are going to use that 
loyalty, like every other re- 
source, to the fullest possible 
advantage that we can. When- 


ever and wherever, either 
through infiltration by the ene- 
my or honest differences of 
opinion, that loyalty ceases to 
be sufficient to keep some frag- 
ment in line, we are not going 
to be in the position of having 
the society’s work weakened by 
raging debates. 

Opposes Factions 

“We are not going to have 
factions developing on the two- 
sides-to-every question theme. 
Those members who cease to 
feel the necessary degree of loy- 
alty can either resign or will be 
put out.” 

In the same book, Welch out- 
lines his philosophy. 

“Democracy, of course, in 
government or organization, as 
the Greeks and Romans found 
out, and as I believe . . . democ- 
racy is merely a deceptive 


phrase, a weapon of demagog- 1 
'uery, and a perennial fraud.” 4 

The society is named after 
John Birch, an American army 
captain and fundamentalist Bap- 
tist minister, who allegedly was” 
murdered by Chinese Commu- 
nists 10 days after V-J day. The 
society was founded by Welch 
on Dec. 9, 1958, in Indianapolis, 
with the support of a small 
group of businessmen. 

Started in 1959 

In Milwaukee the society be- 
gan late in 1959 after Welch* 
gave a privately attended talk! 
here. 

Mrs. Rueber’s reason for or- 
ganizing the first branch, she 
said, was: 

“I couldn’t sit back and wait j 
for someone else to do it. Com- | 
munism had been winning for i 
some time.” ; 

She wrote to Welch saying ' 


that she was interested, and re- 
ceived instructions on how to 
organize and other necessary 
material. She knows Welch per- 
sonally. 

“I consider him a fine man,” 
she said. 

Mrs. Rueber said two chap- 
■ terf» were on the east side, two 
on-jhe south side and a fifth in 
WAuwatosa. Meetings usually 
were in private homes. She de- 
clined to say where meetings 
were held or when the next one 
will be. She said the press could 
i not attend. 

! Under the Welch program, 
each chapter gets a monthly 
“John Birch Bulletin,” which 
Welch edits. This usually gives 
the “assignment” for the month 
and lists suggested reading mat- 
ter. Frequently there are sug- 
gestions for a letter writing 
campaign to congressmen on 
legislation. 

j Dues are $24 a year for men 

i and $12 for women. 

Although only high leaders 
know membership figures, the 


society is growing fast, accord- 
ing to law enforcement sources. 
Wisconsin has between 150 and 
200 members, according to John- 
son and Mrs. Rueber. They were 
enrolled in less than a year. This 
factor, plus the high level of in- 
fluence and intelligence of mem-' 
bers, disturbs law enforcem^it; 
officials. y , 

Movies Are Utilized f 

Welch writes skillfully *ad| 
uses movies effectively of him- 
s e 1 f speaking in making his 
points. 

He was born in Chowan coun- 
ty, North Carolina. He was grad- 
uated from the University of 
North Carolina; attended the 
United States Naval academy 
for two years and, finally, Har- 
vard law school. He was in 
charge of sales and advertising 
of the firm that bears his name. ' 
He was vice-chairman of the 
Massachusetts Republican fi- 
nance committee and, in 1950, a 
candidate for the 
governor’s post on 1 
can ticket. 
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